
PROPOSED ACTION

 To provide training support to the Qatar Emiri Air Force (QEAF) in response to their request for the 
DAF to provide continental United States (CONUS)-based international military training. 
 Beddown of (12) F-15QA aircrafts and associated equipment, 
 Mountain Home Air Force Base airfield - special use airspace (SUAs); military operation areas 

(MOAs); and military training routes (MTRs) - training, use of defensive countermeasures and 
ordnance,
 Approximately 300 additional QEAF and USAF personnel 
 Flightline Facilities and Infrastructure - construction and modification needed to support the 

beddown. 
 Housing – off base/on base; temporary/permanent
 Timeline:  basing and operations - begin in early FY2024. 
 Duration:  10 years with an option to extend beyond the initial 10 years. 



Flightline and Infrastructure Alternatives Housing Alternatives



Special Use Airspace (SUA) and
8 - Military Operation Areas (MOAs)

Idaho (2), Oregon (3), and Nevada (3)

Tribal Reservations and Areas
- Duck Valley (Shoshone-Paiute)
- Fort McDermitt (Paiute-Shoshone)
- Summit Lake (Paiute)
- Usual and Accustomed Areas

EJ Communities
- Minority and Low Income
- Youth (under 18 years of age)

Federal Land
- National Forests
- Wilderness/Recreation Areas

Sensitive Species
- Sage Grouse

Significant Cumulative Noise Levels
- 15% increase in MOAs 
- 8% increase the MTRs



Military Training Routes (MTRs)



NEPA
Level of NEPA Analysis
 Precedent  

(1) EA/FONSI – Urban Close Air Support Air and Ground 
Training Spaces

(2) Draft EIS – Airspace Optimization for Readiness
- QEAF F-15QA Beddown is a reasonably foreseeable     
future action, evaluate in Cumulative Effects Analysis

- Incorporate broader analysis by reference in the EA
- Consider decision on the QEAF F-15QA Beddown after  

FEIS/ROD issued
 Public Concerns/Controversy – Aircraft Overflight Noise

Alternatives Analysis
 Alternatives (4) 

- flightline facilities/infrastructure and housing 
- two locations (Sea of Rocks and Integrated Campus) 

 Recommendation
- Identify/evaluate action alternatives to abate, reduce, and 

mitigate the significant cumulative noise levels resulting 
from the overflights of additional 12 QEAF F-15QA 
aircrafts and their impacts on noise sensitive receptors, land 
uses, and resources.

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

Significant Noise Levels from aircraft overflights
 Evaluate the day-night noise levels from aircraft overflight operations, trainings, and 

missions within SUAs and MTRs using NOISEMAP Version 7.3 and include a map(s) 
depicting the DNL noise contours from aircraft overflights and the noise sensitive receptors, 
land use and resources areas, which may exceed 65 dBA DNL. This threshold should be used 
to determine significance;

 Evaluate the direct, indirect, and cumulative noise impacts from the QEAF F-15QA 
aircraft overflights on noise sensitive receptors, land uses, and resources in SUAs and MTRs;

 Develop a noise mitigation strategy and plan, which includes mitigation, monitoring, and 
other measures to abate, reduce, and mitigate the significant noise levels impacting noise 
sensitive receptors, land uses and resource areas in SUAs and MTRs to ensure compatibility 
with the land use category;

 Collect baseline noise data by directly measuring the ambient noise levels in noise sensitive 
receptors, land uses, and resources within SUAs and MTRs and during aircraft overflight 
operations. The direct noise measurements should be compared with the NOISEMAP Version 
7.3 modelling results;

 Identify and evaluate land use categories within SUAs and MTRs and their minimum noise 
levels to ensure compatible uses between the cumulative aircraft noise levels and land use 
categories;

 Convene public informational and outreach meetings with local communities and 
stakeholders in the affected cities and counties and EJ communities, as well as Tribes to 
identify and discuss concerns regarding the cumulative significant aircraft overflight noise 
levels at MHAFB;

 Establish and implement a MHAFB Tribal Operations Committee with interested and/or 
affected Tribes to advise MHAFB on issues associated with aircraft training, operations, and 
missions within their traditional Usual and Accustomed areas and Reservations.

EPA Concerns and Issues
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